106  AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  CHILD STUDY
two years the conquest of skills is an aid to independence
and to personality development.
LEARNING    THE    LANGUAGE
The significant achievement of acquiring spoken language
results chiefly from a baby's feeling of need, from his natural
impulses to use the vocal apparatus, and from the effects that
his early attempts at vocalization produce. A pattern of asso-
ciations is built — feeling of discomfort, crying, mother
corning, relief of discomfort. Thus, the baby learns to com-
plete the pattern by making the appropriate cry.
There comes a time when the baby chances to make a new
sound, just as he chanced to grasp an object and to enjoy
the ensuing sensation. He tries to repeat the enjoyable
sound and, if successful, babbles that sound interminably.
Every baby at first has a language of his own, sometimes
so patterned in inflection and intonation that it sounds like
a foreign language. This "baby talk" makes a contribution
to the learning of real words, but if parents learn it, they
deprive the baby of a strong motive for learning adults'
words, since he can get what he wants by using his own lan-
guage. If the more primitive form of language gestures will
secure the things he desires, there is no urge to acquire the
more difficult form of communication, speech. Something
that is greatly desired is worth making an effort to name,
if naming is necessary to secure it.
Interesting sights and sounds also provide stimuli to
speech* Outdoor trips furnish new experiences that encour-
age recounting. Looking out on a busy street stimulates
conversation about its sights and sounds. Animals furnish
interesting, easily imitated sounds.
Picture books help the baby to enlarge and interpret his
experience, and so aid language development, especially if
the objects are named as the child looks at each pictured
Picture books of familiar objects, such as the common do-
mestic animals are ^ better for the little child than pictures
of unfamiliar wild animals.
The adults' manner of speaking to the baby is also a factor

